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1. The approximate number of political prisomers in fa.mbum @5 ol L
1948 is as follows:

AR
’

Augus

A. Ir Publie Jail in asuacion:

o ‘;c ists : : 200
i & {2) Fg itical prisonsrs oines . .. » 30
- 7 B, Tn mili bary prigson of Penz lzrmoss I

- C. In Jjails in towns in inicricr

Appreximate Sotal numbor of }Z‘OILW.C&I prisogers ia

- Paraguay; including commaniste: 1255
- of fhe estimated 800 fion=comnunist 901 tx.wl privoners, whe ma, by ars
) Liberals, many. of whor are caw udiidos fvem bhe inlericre Second a.. Db

are Febreristas. Many of these hove heen ih 4

: Jamuery 1947, when the Colorades custed the Feb:

- government. The reua!m ng pms ners are democrabic
o lanfious persons. ’

the coap of 13
Jrom o the coalitbion
igrados and miscel- .

2, The fellowing Stau istles cover a period of LT days rrom 5 June 39L8 throwsl
26 Jly 192.;8 . -

: A. Total number pelitical p: 5 arressed - 120
B. Total number poliiieal p 23 released - il

. Co Total number peranns op qez 1o leave

- countyry for pelitical rea : e X
o : D. Total mmber persuns grdmm confined o
- ’ interior for poliiical reasons - 32 y
. #0f these, 25 were never pat in J2il and were released uivkin 48 hours frowm
the time they were drvﬂe% ds - W
. B : 2 - vigd Satiint

ng fread within

48 hours from the Yime they were arvesied.
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: ##This figure ,,nuuam the Z’S per*ona mentioned above ay bad
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The authority for isswing these arbitrary orders of aryest, exile and
confinement may comé from any one of several of the atrong men in the
government, but usuwally come from the Chief of the Asuneion Capits) Polios,
the Minister of Interior, or Chief of Investigations of the Asuncion Pow
‘1ice. The orders are carried out by agents of the Division of Investiga-
tions, Ho legal process is issued in most cases. o

These statistics cover a period of relative quiet in Paraguagnin solitican
]

The congiderable number by which releases of political prizcners sxceedel
the number arrested is interesting in view of Provisional President Manu:l
Frutos® campaign of pacification in the country after he assumed office i
3 June 1oL8. '

The'cohditions ymder which theée political priscners live in the Public

~ guil are notoriously bad, They ars quartered in the sime place with the
- approximately 350 crimindl prisoners of the comiry. '

On 12 July 1948 the newspaper Ia Tribuna published a press release of th:
government Office of Information which stated that President-Tlect Matalluio
Gonzalez had been interviewed by a repoerter from Ia Critica of Buenog 41 s
"Responding to a question as to the number of polT¥ical priscners, he re -
plied, None, The only prisoners zars those who have committed common
crimes, " ' C
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